2011 RIDES SCHEDULE

Below is the joint ride schedule for the Panhandle Riders Association ATV Club and the Back Country ATV Association for this summer.  You’ll notice that similar to past years, the clubs’ try to alternate the rides…holding one in the north and then one towards the south. So mark your calendars and let’s ride!

MAY 8th, SATURDAY: BUNCO TO HAPPY HERMIT RIDE-RIDE CANCELLED DUE TO SNOW LEVELS
Leave from the Bunco parking lot at 9:00 AM. Take the Bunco Rd. located on the south end of Silverwood Theme Park on the east side of Hwy 95; follow the road and signs to the parking lot. Ride is approximately 50 miles round trip. (Very pretty ride)

MAY 22nd, SUNDAY:  SANDPOINT 20 MILE RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) RIDE MOVED TO NAPLES ORV PARK DUE TO SNOW
JUNE 4th, SATURDAY:  MAGEE RIDE (EASY) 8:00 AM-RIDE CANCELLED DUE TO SNOW LEVELS

Leave from the Bunco parking lot or Clark Fork High School Parking lot at 8:00 AM. Bring Lunch & Gas. Take the Bunco Road located on the south end of Silverwood Theme Park on the east side of Highway 95.  Follow the road & signs to Parking. 

To leave from Clark Fork, follow Highway 200 east from Sandpoint to Clark Fork and park at Clark Fort High School in the center of town.  Ride is approximately 85-90 miles round trip, so bring gas and don’t forget your lunch. Very pretty ride.

JUNE 11th, SATURDAY:  BUNCO PARKING LOT TO HAPPY HERMIT OR CLARK FORK TO HAPPY HERMIT (EASY) 9:00 AM-RIDE RUN FROM THE BUNCO LOT.  CLARK FORK ROUTE STILL BLOCKED WITH SNOW
Will meet for lunch at Happy Hermit.

JUNE 25th, SATURDAY: BUNCO TO SNAKEPIT (EASY) 8:00 AM
We will leave the Bunco parking lot at 8:00 AM. We will not be using the Fernan parking lot.  You can get lunch at the Snake Pit, or bring your own.  Bring gas or get it near the Snake Pit.  This ride is approximately 125 miles round trip, so be prepared for a long day. 

To get to the Bunco Parking Lot:  From Sandpoint, go south on highway 95.  On the south side of Silverwood Theme Park, turn left (east) on Bunco Road.  Go approximately 2 miles and turn left, follow the sign...this is still Bunco Road.  Go about 3 miles, there is a large OHV parking lot on the right side, at the end of the pavement.
JULY 9th, SATURDAY: SANDPOINT TO BALDY MTN & SCHWEITZER MT RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) 8:30 AM
Go North on Highway 95 through Sandpoint to Ponderay.  Follow Highway 95 toward Canada. Turn left at Schweitzer Mtn. Road and proceed to parking lot at the Bonner County Fairgrounds. Ride leaves at 8:30 AM.   Ride will go up Baldy Mountain Road, via somewhat challenging trails to Baldy Mountain. This ride is lots of fun. Nice views looking down to Sandpoint and across the lake.  Approximately 65 miles round trip

JULY 17th, SUNDAY: PACK RIVER RIDE BBQ LUNCH AT ROMAN NOSE LAKE (INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM
From Sandpoint go north on Highway 95 to the Upper Pack River Road, approximately 11 miles from town. Turn left, go approximately 8-9 miles to the large parking area (both sides of road). This will be the staging area, and we will leave at 9:00 AM.

This is an INTERMEDIATE ride with a river crossing at the end. There is an alternate (EASY) route that bypasses the water crossing. It will be an all day ride, so bring drinks, snacks and sides.  

Lunch will be provided at Roman Nose Lake courtesy of and by Sandpoint Marine & Motor Sports.

JULY 23rd, SATURDAY:  STRONG CREEK RIDE HOPE TO PORKYPINE LAKE (INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM

Leave from the Hope grade school parking lot off Sam Owens Road at 9:00 AM.  Take Highway 200 east of Sandpoint through Hope to Sam Owens Road, Peninsula Rd, Turn right and than immediate left turn up the hill to parking. Bring lunch and may need gas. This is a challenging ride with a tight trail and a river crossing. 
AUGUST 3rd, Wednesday:  General Membership Meeting

Elks Club, 30196 Hwy 200, Ponderay
Dinner from 6:00-7:00 PM
Meeting starts at 7:00 PM

See President’s Letter earlier in this newsletter.

AUGUST 6th, SATURDAY: NIGHT RIDE (EASY) TIME 4:00 PM

The Night Ride will be on Saturday, August 6th.  We will leave the Bonco parking lot at 4:00 PM. We will have a BBQ at the campsite (see below paragraph) in the Hudlow Meadows area. The club will provide hot dogs, pop, and water. If you want to bring your own meat (steak, chicken, hamburger etc.), you are welcome to use the BBQ. We would like you to bring a side dish such as chips, salad, desert etc. You can call Gordon Ingraham about side dishes at 509-844-8133.
Additionally, starting August 4th – August 11th, both clubs (PRA & Back Country ATV) will be camping in the Hudlow Meadows Area ½ mile south and ½ west of Horse Haven Air field. (Depending on what is available.) We would like you to join us camping, or join us for a day of riding or both.  Please bring your children or grandchildren. They should have a lot of fun also.
AUGUST 12th, 13th & 14th, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  CAMPOUT WEEKEND AT AVERY  (EASY TO INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED) 9:00 AM
NOTE TO BACK COUNTRY ATV READERS:  Your club has cancelled this ride due to lack of interest; however, PRA is still on for this ride.

This area has some fantastic riding.  We'll do a few different routes, with something for both beginner/intermediate riders and one ride for advanced riders.  The "advanced" ride will be running "trail 16" from Slate Creek Saddle to Lake Elsie.  There are a variety of other rides in the area.  One is along Historic Marble Creek, which has an interpretive center with details about logging "back in the day" and a couple old logging camps to explore.  Let’s hope that by the middle of August, the "global warming" (aka snow) is off the trails!

Campsites are available at Swiftwater RV Park 208-245-1525 (ask for Sandra) or 208-245-99402 (Joe).  Sites there are $25 per night, with water, power and sewer, sites are limited.  Additional sites are available at the Avery Trading Post (208-245-3996). 
There is also free camping at a Forest Service campground between 5 and 10 miles north of Avery off Moon Pass road.  It's easy to find, turn left (while going north) at the BIG trestle bridge, the campground is pretty much under the bridge. 
AUGUST 20th, SATURDAY: POKER RUN RIDE (Hosted by Back Country ATV) (EASY TO INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM

Leaving from Fourth of July Parking lot.  Poker Cards are $5.00 each or 5 Poker Cards for $20.00 Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place.
For More Information Call:

1-509-473-9032 Bring a lunch or get something to eat at Harrison, ID.
There will be a variety of rides from easy to intermediate.

AUGUST 26th, 27th, & 28th, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  PRIEST LAKE CAMPOUT/MOTEL WEEKEND  (EASY) 9:00 AM

Given a relative lack of experience with this area, this will involve a certain amount of exploration. 
SEPTEMBER 10th, SATURDAY: DISMAL LAKE RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) TIME TBD
Ride to a small lake south of Avery. All roads. Beginner and UTV okay, just remember 145 miles is a long day. Bring lunch and extra gas unless you can make it 115 miles to gas at Avery.

SEPTEMBER 18th, SUNDAY:  CLARK FORK TO SPION KOP (EASY) TIME TBD
Park at the Clark Fork High School parking lot. This is an EASY ride, but will be about 100 miles long. Bring lunch, and gas if necessary. There are some impressive views.

SEPTEMBER 24th, SATURDAY:  EARLS RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM
Earls Ride leaves from the Wallace parking lot at 9:00 AM.  Guaranteed to be a great ride. There will be lunch available in Murray or bring own.
OCTOBER 1st, SATURDAY:  COEUR D’ALENE RIVER RIDE   TIME TBD
(DETAILS TBD.)
OCTOBER 8th, SATURDAY:  CLARK FORK  (EASY) 8:00 AM
Leaving from Bunco Parking lot. Early time is due to longer distance, approx 110 miles. Bring lunch and extra gas, or get both in Clark Fork.

OCTOBER 22nd, SATURDAY:  MULLAN TO SILVER DOLLAR BAR RIDE (EASY) 8:00 AM
Leave from the Wallace parking lot. Exit at 61; go to the stop sign at bottom of off ramp. Turn right, and then cross the street into the big dirt parking lot on your left. UTV friendly. Lunch at the Silver Dollar Bar or bring your own. Gas available at the Bar, or bring gas if you think that you might need it on the way. Approximately 110 miles round trip.
