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[image: ]Just a reminder, if you have not already mailed in your Club Membership renewal dues for 2011, please do so. Dues are not prorated; membership is from January through December. 

New members who join during the last quarter of any year (October through December) are the only exceptions.   Their renewal is not due until one year from the first day of January following their joining. 

Please mail your dues renewal to the above address with the enclosed Application Form. Please complete this Application Form in order to confirm current contact information on file. (i.e. address, email and phone.) 

A big thank you to all those that have already paid their dues; your support is greatly appreciated.

Original and renewal dues are as follows:

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR ALL MEMBERS IS DUE IN
JANUARY (with the exception as noted above for new members) and is:

Individual Member		$15.00
Family Membership 		$20.00
Business Sponsor		$25.00

 PRESIDENT’S LETTER
BY
BRIAN DUNHAM

No President’s Letter this month, but please go to the PRA website for updates on the Home Page. http://www.panhandleriders.com/Index.html
							
UPDATE ON RECENT LEGISTLATION!!

Please take the time to read the BRC article regarding federal safety staff at the Consumer Product Safety Commission supporting the proper ATV size for children and training for all ages at: 
http://www.sharetrails.org/magazine/article/?id=850


SAFETY LETTER 
BY
LLOYD POTTER

When We	Ride - - Remember It’s Safety, Safety, Safety…don’t gamble with it!
 
 No Safety Message this month…back next month.  
 							
RIDES SCHEDULE

Below is the joint ride schedule for the Panhandle Riders Association ATV Club and the Back Country ATV Association for this summer.  You’ll notice that similar to past years, the clubs’ try to alternate the rides…holding one in the north and then one towards the south. So mark your calendars and let’s ride!

MAY 8th, SATURDAY: BUNCO TO HAPPY HERMIT RIDE (EASY) 9:00 AM

Leave from the Bunco parking lot at 9:00 AM. Take the Bunco Rd. located on the south end of Silverwood Theme Park on the east side of Hwy 95; follow the road and signs to the parking lot. Ride is approximately 50 miles round trip. (Very pretty ride)

MAY 22nd, SUNDAY:  SANDPOINT 20 MILE RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) TIME TBD

(MORE INFORMATION TO COME BY EMAIL OR ON THE PRA WEBSITE.) 

JUNE B.B. SHOOT OUT

(MORE INFORMATION TO COME VIA THE JUNE NEWSLETTER OR ON THE PRA WEBSITE.)

JUNE 4th, SATURDAY:  MAGEE RIDE (EASY) 8:00 AM

Leave from the Bunco parking lot or Clark Fork High School Parking lot at 8:00 AM. Bring Lunch & Gas. Take the Bunco Road located on the south end of Silverwood Theme Park on the east side of Highway 95.  Follow the road & signs to Parking. 

To leave from Clark Fork, follow Highway 200 east from Sandpoint to Clark Fork and park at Clark Fort High School in the center of town.  Ride is approximately 85-90 miles round trip, so bring gas and don’t forget your lunch. Very pretty ride.

JUNE 11th, SATURDAY:  BUNCO PARKING LOT TO HAPPY HERMIT OR CLARK FORK TO HAPPY HERMIT (EASY) 9:00 AM

Will meet for lunch at Happy Hermit.

(MORE INFORMATION TO COME CLARIFYING RIDE DIRECTIONS AND STARTING POINTS.) 

JUNE 25th, SATURDAY: BUNCO TO SNAKEPIT (EASY) TIME TBD

This is another one that may start from multiple locations. We are discussing the Fernan Pass parking area, 4th of July Pass and the Bunco. This will result in rides of various lengths.	

(MORE INFORMATION TO COME.)

JULY 9th, SATURDAY: SANDPOINT TO BALDY MTN & SCHWEITZER MT RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) 8:30 AM

Go North on Highway 95 through Sandpoint to Ponderay.  Follow Highway 95 toward Canada. Turn left at Schweitzer Mtn. Road and proceed to parking lot at the Bonner County Fairgrounds. Ride leaves at 8:30 AM.   Ride will go up Baldy Mountain Road, via somewhat challenging trails to Baldy Mountain. This ride is lots of fun. Nice views looking down to Sandpoint and across the lake.  Approximately 65 miles round trip

JULY 17th, SUNDAY: PACK RIVER RIDE BBQ LUNCH AT ROMAN NOSE LAKE (INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM

From Sandpoint go north on Highway 95 to the Upper Pack River Road, approximately 11 miles from town. Turn left, go approximately 8-9 miles to the large parking area (both sides of road). This will be the staging area, and we will leave at 9:00 AM.

This is an INTERMEDIATE ride with a river crossing at the end. There is an alternate (EASY) route that bypasses the water crossing. It will be an all day ride, so bring drinks, snacks and sides.  

Lunch will be provided at Roman Nose Lake courtesy of and by Sandpoint Marine & Motor Sports.

JULY 23rd, SUNDAY:  STRONG CREEK RIDE HOPE TO PORKYPINE LAKE (INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM

Leave from the Hope grade school parking lot off Sam Owens Road at 9:00 AM.  Take Highway 200 east of Sandpoint through Hope to Sam Owens Road, Peninsula Rd, Turn right and than immediate left turn up the hill to parking. Bring lunch and may need gas. This is a challenging ride with a tight trail and a river crossing. 

 (Note these directions are subject to verification and correction.)

AUGUST 6th, SATURDAY: NIGHT RIDE (EASY) TIME TBD

(DETAILS TBD.)

AUGUST 12th, 13th & 14th, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  CAMPOUT WEEKEND AT AVERY  (EASY TO INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM

There will be a variety of rides from easy to intermediate.

AUGUST 26th, 27th, & 28th, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  PRIEST LAKE CAMPOUT/MOTEL WEEKEND  (EASY) 9:00 AM

Given a relative lack of experience with this area, this will involve a certain amount of exploration.

SEPTEMBER 10th, SATURDAY: DISMAL LAKE RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) TIME TBD

Ride to a small lake south of Avery. All roads. Beginner and UTV okay, just remember 145 miles is a long day. Bring lunch and extra gas unless you can make it 115 miles to gas at Avery.

SEPTEMBER 18th, SUNDAY:  CLARK FORK TO SPION KOP (EASY) TIME TBD

Park at the Clark Fork High School parking lot. This is an EASY ride, but will be about 100 miles long. Bring lunch, and gas if necessary. There are some impressive views.

SEPTEMBER 24th, SATURDAY:  EARLS RIDE (INTERMEDIATE) 9:00 AM

Earls Ride leaves from the Wallace parking lot at 9:00 AM.  Guaranteed to be a great ride. There will be lunch available in Murray or bring own.

OCTOBER 1st, SATURDAY:  COEUR D’ALENE RIVER RIDE   TIME TBD

(DETAILS TBD.)

OCTOBER 8th, SATURDAY:  CLARK FORK  (EASY) 8:00 AM

Leaving from Bunco Parking lot. Early time is due to longer distance, approx 110 miles. Bring lunch and extra gas, or get both in Clark Fork.

OCTOBER 22nd, SATURDAY:  MULLAN TO SILVER DOLLAR BAR RIDE (EASY) 8:00 AM

Leave from the Wallace parking lot. Exit at 61; go to the stop sign at bottom of off ramp. Turn right, and then cross the street into the big dirt parking lot on your left. UTV friendly. Lunch at the Silver Dollar Bar or bring your own. Gas available at the Bar, or bring gas if you think that you might need it on the way. Approximately 110 miles round trip.

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING UPCOMING RIDES SCHEDULE

While ride schedules are posted in advance, changes may be made from time to time. Rides may be cancelled or modified. Always look to the current newsletter for the latest ride information.

The legend below provides you the information about that particular trails characteristic. This should be of some help in determining if the ride is appropriate for you.

**MILEAGE IS ALWAYS PROVIDED IN APPROXIMATE MILES AND IS FOR THE ROUND TRIP. ALL RIDES ARE A “RAIN OR SHINE” TYPE RIDES.

NOTE: ANY CHANGES TO THE PRIOR MONTH’S LISTED ITEMS WILL BE ANOTATED IN EACH NEW NEWSLETTER IN BLUE, ITALICIZED AND UNDERLINED

The ride schedule is developed and published for organized rides; however, if you’re anxious to ride but don’t want to do it alone...which is never recommended, go to our new Chat Room featured on our newly revised website’s Home Page. Sign in with your name and email address, ask for riders to ride with, and see who responds. You might even make some new friends. See it at:
 http://www.panhandleriders.com/Index.html

SUGGESTED RIDING LEVEL SKILL GUIDE 

The legend below provides you the information about that particular trails characteristic. This should be of some help in determining if the ride is appropriate for you.
	EASY – Beginner riding skills (i.e. mostly flat trails, no side hills, stay on designated trails)

	INTERMEDIATE - Experienced riding skills RECOMMENDED. (I.E. Roads/Trails, possibly some steep slopes, side hills, or loose rocks.)

	COMBINATION - Combination of difficulties, various terrains (i.e. Intermediate to Difficult abilities.)

	DIFFICULT - Experienced riding skills REQUIRED. (i.e. Trails require 4WD, obstacle navigation, rocky, side hills, and slower travel)

	NOT KNOW AT THIS TIME.



BUSINESS SPONSOR DISCOUNTS

Please see our newly revised PRA website where a complete list of all our sponsors are now listed. 
http://www.panhandleriders.com/PRA%20Sponsors.html

We greatly appreciate the following Business Sponsors for extending discounts to the members of our club upon presentation of their Club Card.
MAY’S HONDA in Sagle gives a 10% discount to our club members on all parts and accessories.
SANDPOINT MARINE & MOTOR SPORTS (Polaris Dealer in Ponderay) gives a 10% discount to our club members on all parts and accessories.
PONDERAY YAMAHA gives a 10% discount to our club members on all parts and accessories.

GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION 

The next General Membership Meeting will both be held at the Elks Lodge Bar area on Wednesday, May 4, 2011.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS: Meetings start at 7:00 PM on the first Wednesday of each month unless otherwise advised.

Notice: Dinner is on your own @ the Elks starting at 6:00 PM.

We strongly encourage you to attend our General Membership Meetings’ as your input is very important to our Officers and Board Members. Also, it’s a great opportunity to meet other members and form new friendships.

Go to for more information & directions:
http://www.panhandleriders.com/PRA%20Meetings.html

2010-2011 CLUB OFFICERS/COMMITTEES

This information can now be found with contact information and photos at the PRA Website.  Go see what we look like at “Who We Are:”
http://www.panhandleriders.com/PRA%20Who%20We%20Are.html

WANTED
CLASSIFIED SECTION

Until such time as the Classified Section is moved to the PRA Website, it will continue to be published in the Newsletter. 

FOR SALE

1. 1987 HONDA ATV: Mint condition.  New tires-puncture proof, new seat, new muffler and plow mounts.  Price: $2,000. Call Colleen or Bob at 263-6519.

2. DUST MASKS: I have many colors and designs of dust masks. They are adjustable to fit and work great in the cold, pollen and dust and washable. Only twelve dollars ($12.00); call Bert at 683-0526.

3. CLUB SHIRTS: We have club shirts for your enjoyment for sale. You can see the shirts and purchase them at our monthly meetings or call Lloyd Potter at (208) 255-6323 or 263-5792 to order.
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